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Engaging Speakers

Compelling Topics

Thought-provoking
Discussions

James Clark
Scholar

Jim Clark is a Senior Lecturer in the University of Central Florida History Department. He has
emerged as one of Florida’s leading historians, noted for his books and research. He is the
author of nine books, and the editor of a three-volume anthology of Florida Literature.

Programs Available
Presidents in Florida

Contact Information:
407-810-5080
james.clark@ucf.edu
Program Format:
• In-person
• Virtual

George Washington had nothing but trouble with Florida. Thomas Jefferson tried to steal it.
Abraham Lincoln hoped it would win him re-election. Three men came to Florida to fight and
ended up in the White House. Franklin Roosevelt was nearly assassinated before he could be
inaugurated and quick thinking by a Secret Service agent saved John Kennedy’s life in Florida.
Herbert Hoover learned about Al Capone and Warren G. Harding got stuck on a Florida
sandbar. Learn about America’s presidents’ strange relationship with our state. This talk is
based on the book, Presidents in Florida.

Hidden History of Florida

Six out of ten Floridians come from outside Florida and know little of the state’s rich history.
The Hidden History of Florida uses dozens of stories to tell the little-known facts of Florida
history. It is a fast, fun 50-minute journey through 400 years of history with lots of images
all based on the book Hidden History of Florida. The trip will leave listeners with a new
appreciation of their state’s past.

Need to reach Florida Humanities? For Grants, contact Lindsey Morrison at lmorrison@flahum.org, for Florida
Talks, contact Lisa Lennox at llennox@flahum.org. For more information about the Florida Humanities Speakers
Directory, visit https://floridahumanities.org/speakers.
Funding for this program was provided through a grant from the Florida Humanities with funds from the
National Endowment for the Humanities. Any views, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed
in this program do not necessarily represent those of Florida Humanities or the National Endowment for the
Humanities.
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