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Andrew Frank
Historian

Andrew K. Frank is a specialist in the history of the Seminoles and other Indians of Florida.
He is the Allen Morris Professor of History at Florida State University and an award-winning
author and editor of many books and articles. His books include Before the Pioneers: Indians,
Settlers, Slaves, and the Founding of Miami (2017) and The Seminole (The History and Culture
of Native Americans) (2010). He is currently finishing Those Who Camp at a Distance: The
Seminoles and Indians of Florida—a synthesis of the history of the Seminoles from their
origin until the present.

Programs Available
Before the Pioneers: Connecting Ancient and Contemporary South Florida
Contact Information:
850-459-7007
afrank@fsu.edu
Program Format:
• Virtual

The 4,000-year human history of the North Bank of the Miami River illustrates how and why
ancient and early-modern peoples profoundly shaped the development of Florida long
before Henry Flagler, Julia Tuttle and other so-called Miami pioneers. Explore the stories of
Tequesta and Seminole Indians, Spanish missionaries, African slaves and white slaveholders,
Bahamian wreckers, outlaws, runaways, and American soldiers.

Making Chief Osceola: The Abolitionists and the Rise of an American Myth

Anti-war and abolitionist activists helped promote an enduring series of myths and
fabrications about Chief Osceola, who played a pivotal role in the Second Seminole War and
died in U.S. military captivity in 1838. Osceola was a focus of debates over Indian wars, Indian
removal, and their connections to American slavery.

Modern by Tradition: Innovation and the Transformation of Seminole
Culture

Between 1700 and today, the culture of the Florida Seminoles has remained remarkably
connected to its roots while also innovating in dramatic fashion, becoming both modern
and traditional and reflected in their origin stories, dress, cuisine, housing, ceremonies, and
family life.

Need to reach Florida Humanities? For Grants, contact Lindsey Morrison at lmorrison@flahum.org, for Florida
Talks, contact Lisa Lennox at llennox@flahum.org. For more information about the Florida Humanities Speakers
Directory, visit https://floridahumanities.org/speakers.
Funding for this program was provided through a grant from the Florida Humanities with funds from the
National Endowment for the Humanities. Any views, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed
in this program do not necessarily represent those of Florida Humanities or the National Endowment for the
Humanities.
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