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CONTACT:

The humanities allow us to explore the question: what does it mean to be human? Through the
humanities, we are able to better understand and share our human experiences, values, and dreams.
And these dreams might be best grasped by those who are uniquely situated to engage and inspire
our communities, particularly our youth, in the humanities.

Florida Humanities is seeking proposals from Humanities Centers, Institutes, Programs and
humanities-related departments associated with Florida colleges and universities to apply for up to
$3,000 to support community programming (either in-person or virtual) that seeks to broaden the
public’s awareness of what it means to be human. 

HUMANITIES CENTERS GRANT
REQUEST  FOR  PROPOSALS

Notification Date: 
June 15, 2021

HOW TO
APPLY

Application Deadline:
May 26, 2021
12:00 PM (noon)

Sign into the Online Application Portal  or create an account at
www.FloridaHumanities.org/Apply
Reach out to the Grants Director to discuss your project and request
an Access Code. 

Applying is easy (and we're here to help if you get stuck!). 

 

Grant Period: 
June 15, 2021 - 
December 31, 2021

AWARD

IMPORTANT
DATES

up to $3,000

ELIGIBILITY This grant opportunity is open to Humanities Centers, Institutes, and
Programs associated with Florida colleges or universities, and humanities-
related departments. 

https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=flahum


About 
The Humanities Centers Grant provides funding to Humanities Centers, Institutes, Programs, 
and humanities-related departments associated with Florida colleges and universities to 
support community programming (either in-person or virtual) that seeks to broaden the 
public’s awareness of what it means to be human. Programming must be designed for a broad 
public audience and not just the campus community. 
 

Award Amount:  
Applicants may request up to $3,000 to be disbursed in two installments:   

▪ 90% at start of project 
▪ 10% on a reimbursement basis contingent upon receipt and approval of all required 

final reports. 
 

Funding Eligibility 
Humanities Centers, Institutes, and Programs associated with Florida colleges or universities, 
and humanities-related departments are eligible to apply.  
 
Priority will be given to applicants whose community programming specifically benefits raising 
up the voices of underserved communities, and partners with those communities to ensure 
equitable programming. Underserved audiences can be defined as those whose access to the 
humanities is limited by geography, ethnicity, economics, or disability. 
 

Examples of Eligible Programs 
Eligible programs may include, but are in no 
means limited to town halls, reading and 
discussion groups, virtual exhibits with 
public programing, community 
conversations, lecture and speaker series, 
or other engaging public humanities 
programming.  
 

All Projects Must:  
1. Inspire constructive dialogue with 

the public. 
2. Involve humanities scholar(s) and 

other subject-area experts. 
3. Be free and widely available to the public (even virtually) 
4. Attract a diverse audience, beyond the campus community.  

 
 
 
 
 



Programmatic Priorities 
While remaining open to funding public humanities projects, Florida Humanities may give 
special consideration to applications that focus on one or more of our five programmatic 
priorities.  
 

1. Racial Injustice  
Sharing stories and perspectives highlighting historical and modern race-based 
inequities and injustices that disadvantage(d) communities of color, employing the 
humanities to bring communities together in constructive dialogue. 
 

2. Civics and Democracy  
Current issues in American democracy and civics including but not limited to voting, 
suffrage, the power of protest, voting rights, voter suppression, contested elections, and 
ideological polarization.  
 

3. Water  
Water as an essential component of life on our planet (environmentally, culturally, and 
historically), using the humanities to examine a community’s relationship with water as 
it relates to their cultural history.  
 

4. Public Health  
The impact of public health issues on the sustainability of Florida's communities within a 
diverse, globalizing world, exploring the continuity and change of cultural heritage in 
relation to public health crises, including global pandemics. Explorations may include the 
disparities in health access and services for various groups within the community. 

NOTE: Programs focused on health must use the humanities to think critically 
and provide a deep level of analysis and interpretation. Social service projects 
focused on public health and not grounded in the humanities are ineligible for 
funding. 

 
5. Immigrant and Refugee Stories  

Programs that share refugees’ and immigrants’ personal accounts and perspectives, 
using the humanities to compassionately reflect upon community challenges and 
triumphs in our increasingly diverse and changing Florida landscape. 

 

How to Apply 
Before beginning an application, organizations must review these guidelines and contact the 
Florida Humanities Grants Director for an Access Code, if eligible, and to discuss their project.  
 
Lindsey Morrison, Grants Director 
Florida Humanities 
lmorrison@flahum.org  

mailto:lmorrison@flahum.org


After discussing their project and receiving an Access Code, applicants must apply online at 
www.FloridaHumanities.org/Apply. All applications must be submitted electronically via our 
online portal. Paper applications will not be accepted. Please note that all funds are awarded on 
a competitive basis and are dependent on the availability of federal funds from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. 
 

Contract Period and Award Payment(s)  
All programming must take place during the contract period: June 15 – December 31, 2021 
 
Organizations will receive 90% of approved funds upon receipt of electronically signed contract 
and Cash Request Form and confirmation of SAM.gov status. The final 10% of the award will be 
disbursed upon successful completion of the project and submittal of the Final Report.  
 
Due to the availability of these funds (and the high probability of funding), projects can and 
should already be well into the planning stages and/or ready to launch. Programs must be 
hosted and finished between summer and December 31, 2021. 
 

SAM.gov Requirement for Award Payments 
Because Florida Humanities is a federally funded agency, all applicants 
are required to have a DUNS number and upon award, be registered 
in the System for Award Management (SAM.gov), a website used by 
entities doing business with funds from the U.S. government.  
 
Applicants are encouraged to begin the registration process or have an 
active SAM.gov account, since no funds may be distributed to 
organizations without an active SAM.gov account. Creating and maintaining a SAM.gov 
account is completely free.  

• Download this quick start guide for registering or renewing with SAM.gov.  

• To register your organization or renew your organization’s registration, go to 
www.sam.gov/SAM/.  

 

Final Report  
Grantee must electronically submit the required Final Report within 60 days of the last grant-
funded activity or the closing date of the grant contract (December 31, 2021), whichever occurs 
first. To fill out the Final Report, grantees need to log back into the Online Portal, and look to 
the report under “Follow-Ups.” 
 

Application Narrative  
All applicants must complete each of the following narrative fields:   

1. Organizational Mission*  
Provide a brief organizational history and mission statement for your Humanities Center, 
Institute, and/or Program. Describe its relationship to your college or university and note any 
prior programmatic history with Florida Humanities. Character Limit: 2000  

https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=flahum
https://floridahumanities.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/SAM.gov-Info-and-Help-10-10-19.pdf
http://www.sam.gov/SAM/


2. Humanities Content and Program Format*  
Humanities Content: Describe the project you would like to implement, and how the project is 
firmly rooted in the humanities. Describe any complementary resources that will be developed 
to extend the reach of the project and how those resources will be made available to the public.  
Program Format: Describe if public programming will be conducted in-person, virtually, or a 
combination of both. 

• For in-person programs, please describe the program venue including seating capacity, 
compliance with ADA requirements, and audio/visual capabilities, as well as your 
organization’s health and safety protocols for in-person programs. 

• For virtual programs, please indicate the software platform that will be utilized to host 
your program(s) and if there any limitations for attendee registration/participation. 
Please indicate if you intend to video record your program(s) and how that recording 
will be made available to the public.  
Character Limit: 3500  

 
3. Project Director and Project Personnel*  

Identify the project director and their skills and experience to carry out the programing for 
which funding is sought. List all humanities scholars and/or presenters confirmed and/or 
contacted for participation in the project. Briefly describe their individual role in the project and 
qualifications for participation. Character Limit: 1000 
 

4. Target Audience and Reaching Underserved Communities*  
Describe your target audience and the need for the proposed programming whether presented 
in-person or virtually. Indicate if your programming will target diverse and/or underserved 
audiences. Describe the expected impact of your program(s) on the target audience. 
Underserved audiences can be defined as those whose access to the humanities is limited by 
geography, ethnicity, economics, or disability. Character Limit: 1000 

 
5. Marketing, Promotion, and Community Partners*  

Describe what methods you will utilize (i.e. print, digital, social media) to publicize your 
program(s) and any specific strategies for reaching underserved audiences. Identify any 
partnering organizations in the community that will assist with program design, implementation 
and/or marketing and outreach. Character Limit: 1000 

 
6. Fees*  

Will there be any fees to attend your program(s)? If so, how much? Partners may charge a 
modest fee, but it may not present a barrier to public attendance. Character Limit: 1000 
 

 



Application Budget 
Requests may not exceed $3,000 and Florida Humanities funds may only be used for allowable 
expenses incurred during the project period. Allowable budget expenses for Florida Humanities 
funds include the following: 

1. Honoraria  
Honoraria for external humanities scholars and community experts. 

2. Travel  
Mileage, lodging, and per diem for scholars/presenters traveling for in-person programs. 

3. Marketing and Promotion 
Print and electronic marketing of your program. 

4. Other 
Other expenses may include rental of venues other than your own for in-person 
programs; software subscriptions for virtual programs; rental of A/V equipment; and 
other direct program costs not included above. 

  

What types of expenses are NOT eligible to be covered with Florida Humanities 
funding? 

▪ Capital improvements, building construction, maintenance, restoration, renovation, or 
preservation 

▪ Costs of political action or advocacy 
▪ Entertainment (i.e. dance or musical performances) 
▪ Expenses incurred or paid out before a grant award is made 
▪ Purchase of real property 
▪ Refreshments (i.e. food and drink) 
▪ Scholarships and awards 

 

Cost Share 
Organizations are also required to record all eligible 
cost share associated with the project, and at a 
minimum provide a cost share at least equal to the 
funds requested of Florida Humanities.  Cost share may 
include, but is not limited: 

• Speaking fees/Travel/Promotion: Any of these 
expenses not completely covered by Florida 
Humanities funds. 

• Support Staff/Volunteers: Staff/volunteer time 
directly dedicated to planning, promoting, and 
implementing your programs.  

• Other: Food, beverages, promotion or other 
expenses directly related to the project and not 
completely covered by Florida Humanities funds 
(reminder, Florida Humanities cannot cover 
food and beverages with our funds). 



Reviewing and Submitting the Final Application 
IMPORTANT: Before submitting your final application, please review your entire packet by 
clicking “Application Packet,” to ensure all documents uploaded properly, and are therefore 
able to be evaluated.  
 
 It is especially important that applicants review thoroughly and make any changes before 
submitting. Once submitted, applicants will no longer be able to make any changes without 
contacting Florida Humanities staff. The Application Packet should be saved as a pdf file and 
kept by you as your official copy of the final application. 
 

Need help or have questions?  
Florida Humanities staff are happy to provide guidance on completing an application, 
determining eligibility, addressing budgetary questions, as well as troubleshooting technical 
difficulties with electronic forms. Please allow 24-48 hours to return your email, and please 
contact staff well in advance (at least one week) of an application deadline.  
 
Note: Due to the coronavirus crisis, all Florida Humanities staff are working remotely and 
communicate primarily via email. Staff comments and suggestions are based solely on prior 
experience with application review sessions that include board members. Adherence to staff 
suggestions does not guarantee funding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lindsey E. Morrison 
Grants Director 
Florida Humanities 
lmorrison@flahum.org  

mailto:lmorrison@flahum.org

