
A Spy Called James: 
The True Story of 
James Lafayette, 
Revolutionary War 
Double Agent 
by Anne Rockwell
The true story of a key 
figure in the American pursuit of independence 
from British control. But securing freedom for the 
newly formed America was only the first step on 
James Lafayette’s road to freedom for himself.

Attack of the Turtle
by Drew Carlson
14-year-old Nathan 
won’t let his fear of 
water stop him from 
helping his older cousin, 
inventor David Bushnell, 
to secretly build the 
first submarine used in naval warfare.

D is for Democracy: 
A Citizen’s Alphabet
by Elissa Grodin
Accessible and 
engaging, this A-to-Z 
introduction explains 
key civic concepts and democratic principles 
that shape life in the United States.

Everyone Counts: A 
Citizens’ Number Book
by Elissa Grodin
A creative counting 
book that doubles as an 
introduction to American 
civic systems, using numbers as a foundational 
lesson in citizenship and government.

For Which We 
Stand: How Our 
Government Works 
and Why It Matters 
by Jeff Foster
An illustrated and 
all-encompassing 
overview of the U.S. government that 
explains its structure, functions, and 
enduring importance to everyday life.

Guts & Glory: The 
American Revolution
by Ben Thompson
Watch American history 
come to life in this action-
packed book that brings 
readers into the most 
important moments of the American Revolution.

How the US 
Government Works
by Syl Sobel
A kid-friendly guide 
that breaks down 
the U.S. government 
into basic concepts, 
making civics understandable and 
captivating for younger readers.

I Survived 
the American 
Revolution, 1776 
by Lauren Tarshis
Forced out of his uncle’s 
home, 11-year-old 
Nathaniel Fox finds himself 
in the middle of the Revolutionary War. Ignorant to 
the strife between America and England, he needs 
to learn who to trust quickly if he wants to survive.

John, Paul, 
George & Ben 
by Lane Smith
Before they were John 
Hancock, Paul Revere, 
George Washington, 
and Benjamin Franklin, 
they were John, 
Paul, George and Ben; four little lads with 
big ideas, big voices, and big dreams.

CELEBRATING 250 YEARS OF

Life, Liberty & Libraries

Children’s Reading List

For America’s 250th anniversary in 2026, Florida Humanities 
is proud to support public library programs that explore our 
nation’s history, culture, and founding principles. Pick up a book 
from one of our suggested reading lists to discover stories from 
our country’s past and be inspired to help shape the future of 
America for generations to come.



Leave It to Abigail! 
The Revolutionary 
Life of Abigail Adams 
by Barb Rosenstock
An animated biography 
about a spirited young woman that refused to 
be limited by the restrictions of her time.

One Dead Spy: The 
Life, Times, and Last 
Words of Nathan 
Hale, America’s 
Most Famous Spy 
by Nathan Hale
A thrilling blend of 
comics, humor, and history about the first spy 
in America, Nathan Hale. Learn how ingenuity, 
heroism, and sacrifice paved the way to 
America’s victory over the British empire.

Peacemaker 
by Joseph Bruchac
A 12-year-old Iroquois boy 
sets out on a courageous 
quest to unite warring 
tribes. A retelling of the 
creation story for the 
founding of the Iroquois 
Confederacy, a system of governance later 
admired by some American Founding Fathers.

Rebellion 1776 
by Laurie Halse 
Anderson
In 1776, 13-year-old 
Elsbeth Culpepper has 
to find a way to avoid 
the workhouse in the 
wake of a smallpox epidemic in Boston and 
the sudden disappearance of her father.

Sophia’s War: A Tale 
of the Revolution
by Avi
After witnessing an 
execution at the hands of 
the British army, Sophia 
Calderwood vows to do 
all that she can to assist the Americans in the 
fight for independence. But, after becoming 
a spy in a British household, her resolve to do 
the right thing is tested when no one believes 
her about a double agent in their midst.

Stone River Crossing
by Tim Tingle
Set decades after the 
American Revolution, this 
novel explores the touching 
friendship between an 
Indigenous American girl 
and an enslaved boy who 
dreams of escaping to freedom with his family.

The Black Regiment 
of the American 
Revolution 
by Linda Crotta Brennan
Learn about the unique 
contributions and heroic 
deeds made by an African 
American military unit in the Revolutionary 
War. Gain greater insight into a lesser known 
yet no less momentous battle in the broader 
scheme of the fight for independence.

The Boston Tea Party
by Russell Freedman
A lively, illustrated 
analysis of the Boston Tea 
Party that explains the 
events leading up to it, 
highlighting the tensions 
and values that helped 
shape early American identity.

The Founding Mothers 
of the United States 
(A True Book)
by Selene Castrovilla
There were many 
women involved in 
the events leading 
up to, and after, the Revolutionary War 
who contributed to the war effort. Learn 
about some of these Founding Mothers who 
helped shape the future of our country.

The Leather Apron Club: 
Benjamin Franklin, His 
Son Billy & America’s 
First Circulating Library
by Jane Yolen
Inspired by the remarkable 
true story, this book explores 
the Leather Apron Club’s shared passion for 
learning and reading and highlights the roles 
of Benjamin Franklin and his son Billy in the 
creation of America’s first public library system.

The Side-by-Side 
Declaration of 
Independence 
by David Miles
An educational and 
engaging breakdown 
of the Declaration of 
Independence in a straightforward way that 
makes it easy for kids to understand.

The Superlative  
A. Lincoln: Poems 
about our 16th 
President
by Eileen R. Meyer
Get to know the personal 
side of Honest Abe (his 
LEAST FAVORITE nickname) through fresh and 
funny poems expressing his superlative nature.

Trickster: Native 
American Tales, 
A Graphic Collection 
by Matt Dembicki
A thoughtfully curated 
pictorial anthology of 
diverse Native American trickster folktales, 
retold by Indigenous authors and artists 
with cultural authenticity and respect.

Understanding 
the Declaration of 
Independence 
by Sally Senzell Isaacs
An approachable, easy-
to-follow reading of the 
Declaration of Independence 
that breaks down its language and context.

Washington at 
Valley Forge 
by Russell Freedman
A rousing account of the 
survival of American 
soldiers who camped at Valley Forge during a 
crucial period in the American Revolution.

Reading list compiled by the Orange County Library System.


